The North Jersey Historian

Newsletter of the North Jersey History & Genealogy Center
of the Morristown & Morris Township Library

Department News

Late in 2006, the Morris County
Trust for Historic Preservation
donated their library of almost
200 volumes to the North Jersey
History Center. These books,
now cataloged and available in
the reading room, cover topics
such as researching historic
homes, identifying architectural
styles, restoration of period
homes, and legal issues
including tax deductions for the
preservation and stewardship of
historic sites. When doing your
genealogy, don’t forget to use
these sources. You may find
information about an ancestral
homestead. Even if you don’t find the actual
dwelling, you can learn a lot about commun-
ities and architectural styles, which reveals
much about the way our ancestors lived.

Also recently donated is a collection of neatly
1,000 books on the Civil War from Norman
B. Tomlinson Jr. and from the North Jersey
Civil War Roundtable. This collection is in
the process of being cataloged and we will
write more about it in subsequent issues of
the newsletter.

New Databases

The department recently added two more
databases for our researchers: American
Periodicals Series Online and Civil War Era.

American Periodicals Series (or APS) includes
digitized images of magazines and journals
published in America from 1740 through the
beginning of the 20" century. There are

almost 100 journals published between 1740-
1800, including Ben Franklin’s General
Magazine and Thomas Paine’s Pennsylvania
Magazine, and nearly 120 periodicals published
during the Civil War and Reconstruction eras.
The database includes popular and regional
magazines, professional journals, such as The
Medijcal  Repository, America’s first scientific
journal, and magazines that serialized popular
novels, such as Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle
Tom’ s in QNaslvd/ Rra and Nathaniel
Hawthorne’s stories in New England Magazine,

before they were published as stand-alone
books.

Ciil War Era is one of the most
comprehensive databases available for the
Antebellum, Civil War, and Reconstruction
periods (1840-1875), providing researchers
with  primary source newspapers and
pamphlets on topics such as the economic
factors that lead to the abolitionist movement,
battle casualties, and emancipation, from a
broad range of political perspectives.

Newspapers include the complete runs of
eight titles from the northern, southern,
Mississippi Valley, and border states for 1840-
1865. Over 2,000 pamphlets document
speeches, reports, legal opinions, and
convention proceedings covering slavery, anti-
slavery, and conditions after the Civil War.
Included in the collection are biographies,
campaign literature, government documents,
journals, presidential addresses, sermons, and
speeches.

Christine Jochem
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Calendar of Events
Compiled by Marilyn Stearns

9/8 - The Park: Walking tour by the Boonton
Historical society. Meet at the Gazebo in Grace
Lord Patk at 10:00 a.m. Suggested donation is
$5.00. 973-402-8840.

9/9 - Country Fair and Harvest Festival at
Fosterfields Living Historical Farm in Morris
Township. This is a replica of a country fair held
in the 1920s at the Whippany River Club including
events, exhibits, demonstrations, and a first-floor
tour of Willows Hall, 12:00 noon - 5:00 p.m. Call
973-326-7645 for information.

9/13 - The History of Greystone. Peg Schulz, History
Program Coordinator for the Morris County
Heritage Commission, will present an in-depth
discussion about the history of Greystone
Psychiatric Hospital. This program is presented
by the Chester Historical Society, 7:00 p.m. at the
Chester Public Library, 250 W. Main Street,
Chester. Call 908-879-2761 for more information.

9/15 - Brookside Historic District tour. ‘This
quiet residential community, formerly known as
Water Street, is the location of an impressive
number of water powered industrial sites. The
tour is presented by the Morris County Park
Commission. Meet at Brookside Park. Cost:
$3.00. Call 973-285-6542.

9/15 - “Rain or Shine.” The newly restored Frank
Capra film will be shown for the first time on the
big screen in over 70 years at Netcong’s historic
Palace Theatre, 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $10.00 and
are available from the Lake Hopatcong Historical
Museum. Call 973-398-2616.

9/16 - Hike to the Huts at Morristown National
Historical Park. Join a ranger on a guided hike to
learn about Jockey Hollow and the changes over
time in its land use. 9:30 a.m. Phone 973-543-
4030.

9/22 - Open Hearth Cooking. Susan McLellan
Plaisted will present open-hearth cooking with
hands-on practices, recipes and equipment from
the 1840s to 1860s, at the I’Hommedieu House,
Historic Speedwell. 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Cost is
$50 per person. Call 973-285-6537.

9/23 - Hike to the Huts at Morristown National
Historical Park. See 9/16 entry.

9/29 - A Day in Old Mount Tabor. Fourteenth
Annual House Tour sponsored by the Mt. Tabor
Historical Society, 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. rain or
shine. Fee is $20 per person. Free shuttle service
this year. Contact 973-586-1564 or check
www.mounttabornj.org.

9/29 - Chester Iron Furnace tour. Located near
Furnace Road, the blast furnace was built in 1878
by the Jersey Spiegel Iron Company. It was used
to make Spiegeleisen, a variety of pig iron. This
program is presented by the Morris County Park
Commission. Meet at the Chester Township
Maintenance Yard. Cost: $3.00. Call 973-285-
6542.

9/30 - Morristown Fall Festival on the Green. Come
visit the Library’s booth. 12:00 noon - 5:00 p.m.

10/2 - So You Want to Go to the Family History
Library in Salt Lake City.  Jim and Jan Gunnis will
share their experiences of visiting the Family
History Library in Utah. This is a Morris Area
Genealogy Society program, Morris County
Library, 30 East Hanover Avenue, Whippany.
Refreshments are served at 6:30 p.m.; meeting
starts at 6:45 p.m.

10/6 - Family Day at the Farms - Hayrides, cidet-
pressing and fall harvest sale are some of the
features planned for the day at Craftsman Farms,
2352 Route 10 West. Call 973-540-0311 for
information.

10/6 - Bottle Hill Day. Leatrn about the French &
Indian Wars (1754-1765) with the New Jersey
Frontier Guard, on the lawn of the Museum of
Early Trades and Crafts, Madison. 11:00 a.m. -
4:00 p.m. Phone 973-377-2982 ext. 10 for details.

10/7 - 5% Annual Fall Harvest Celebration. 'The
Herb Society of America, Northern New Jersey
Unit, presents tours of the Wick Garden. Fresh
produce can be “picked to order” from the garden
to purchase. Rain or shine. Morristown National
Historical Park, Jockey Hollow. 12:00pm - 4:00
p.m. Phone 973-543-4030.

Events continues on page 7
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The Bibliophile
History in Unlikely Places

In our last issue, I wrote
about The Little Red School
House, a small pro-
motional pamphlet pub-
lished by the Joseph
Dixon Crucible Com-
pany of Jersey City NJ,
manufacturer of Dixon-
Ticonderoga pencils. In
this article, I will discuss
Grant Wright, the artist who illustrated The Little
Red Schoolhouse.

Grant Wright was born in Decatur, Michigan, in
1865, the youngest of three sons of Frank and
Lucinda Wright. In the 1870s, the family moved
to Henry, Illinois, about 20 miles from the
Wheatland County farm of Lucinda’s parents,
Moses and Phidelia Knight. After completing
school, Wright traveled down the Illinois River to
Peoria, to pursue a career in art. One of his first
jobs was as a design painter for the Hanna Wagon
Company. He later worked as an artist for the
Peoria Transcript and eventually opened a studio,
where he advertised himself as a designer,
illustrator, and engraver.

e iR -
Autumn Landscape

In the late 19% century, there was an active art
community in Peoria and Wright was inspired by
friends, colleagues, and mentors he met through
the Peoria Sketch Club, founded by Hedley
Waycott. Waycott was an accomplished artist but
supported his family by running an art supply and
framing shop. When not on regular sketching
trips in the countryside, the Peoria Sketch Club
met in the back room of Waycott’s shop.

Wright moved to New York City in 1895 to
attend the National Academy of Design. While a
student there, he became one of the founding
members of the Country Sketch Club, a group of
artists who spearheaded the American

Impressionist movement. Critical of traditional
studio methods, the Country Sketch Club found
their inspiration working directly from nature.
Wright and others created a summer home for the
Country Sketch Club in Ridgefield NJ. The rustic
cottages and studios they built, usually without
electricity or running water, paved the way for an
artist’s colony that made Ridgefield a center of
cultural activity. Art Lane, Sketch Place, and
Studio Road still exist. After graduating from the
National Academy, Wright opened a studio on top
of the New York Tribune Building. He worked
as a freelance commercial artist, illustrator, and
landscape painter for almost forty years. After the
Country Sketch Club disbanded, he helped found
the Bronx Artist’s : ,
Guild, was a mem-
ber of the New
Jersey Arts Group,
and remained an
honorary member
of the Peoria
Sketch Club.

Wooded Riverside 1andscape

In 1931, Wright was severely injured in an
automobile accident, which necessitated retiring
from commercial art work. Eventually unable to
care for himself, he moved in with his older
brother, Charles, in Wechawken NJ.  Grant
Wright died four years later in 1935.

Wright was an accomplished illustrator, sought by
major companies of the time, such as The Joseph
Dixon Crucible Company, Fairbanks Soap (which
became Lever Brothers), and the American
Tobacco Company. Sadly, his work has been
over-shadowed by artists of lesser talent, and in
the 72 years since his death, his name largely
forgotten.

Despite his Midwestern origins, Grant Wright
spent most of his adult life in New York and New
Jersey, often designing for local businesses. We
will feature more of Wright’s work in future issues
of our newsletter.

Christine Jochenm

[Much of the information compiled thus far on the life
and work of Grant Wright has been generously
provided by his grandson, L. Paul Hennefeld, of
Montclair, NJ.]
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New Acquisitions

This is a sampling of some of the books recently purchased for the North Jersey History &
Genealogy Center. For a complete list, please see the New Acquisitions list, along with the most
recent items, on our New Acquisitions cart in the reading room.

H3CaS Davis, Dean. The Ocean City Boardwalk: 2 and 2> Miles of
Ocea  Swmmer. Schiffer, 2006.
Dav
This chiefly illustrated volume on the New Jersey resort city
uses mostly contemporary and some historic photographs.

H741.6 Preziosi, Don. Classic American Diners. Schiffer, 2007.
Pre
The author has compiled hundreds of postcard and matchbook
images documenting the American diner from the 1920s to the
1950s. The book is organized by region and also includes
information on the golden age of diners and the selection of the
images used for the postcards.

H2 Hart, Steven. The Last Three Miles: Politics, Murder, and the -
Har Construction0 T Amer i ¢ a’ SNek Preks,2007. Super h-i"-‘:rgr—'h*'w@ y
The construction of the Pulaski Skyway in the late 1920's from  Dspatey \

Jersey City to the Meadowlands is chronicled in this account. o r”‘“iflknffﬁllfs
The Skyway was to be America’s first superhighway connecting B i
New York City to the rest of America, but its construction set
off a labor and political battle. Flaws in the highway’s design led
to newspapers calling it “Death Avenue” after its 1932 opening.

H2 Dorer, Harry C. This Was New Jersey. Rivergate Books, 2007.
Dor -

This publication shows the photography of Harry Dorer, who took
pictures of New Jersey from 1920 until 1954 for a weekly newspaper.
These pictures document a changing landscape and with it changes in
social customs and behavior. His photographs of both rural New
Jersey and growing urban areas illuminate a now vanished landscape.
The book is edited by John Cunningham.

Jinz Collins
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Archi vi s tsd@ésner2@ur nal

My first summer as the archivist of the North
Jersey History Center has flown by rather
quickly. I am kept busy every day with the
monitoring  and  recording  of  the
environmental conditions in our new area on
the Lower Level of the building. Three times
a day I take six different temperature and
humidity readings in various areas: my travels
take me from the processing area of our office
to the archives room, then to the vault, out to
the reading room and into the meeting room.
Let me tell you, all this walking and
temperature taking has been good for my
waistline!

Seriously though, the monitoring of the
environment is an important part of my
custodial duties. We have such excellent
treasures; we need to keep them as wonderful,
and as accessible, as possible for as long as we
can. If there are great fluctuations in the
temperature or humidity of our area, both our
paper based and photographic materials are
more  susceptible to degradation and
deterioration. Thankfully, the fluctuations we
do experience are within normal expectations.
Daily environmental measurements are all
part of the job.

Morris Aqueduct - aqueduct wall —
colonial Morristown’s water supply source

The other parts of my job have included
processing more of our collections, including
the Morris Aqueduct Records, Miss Dana’s
School Records, and the Modern Mondays
Book Club Records. These collections
document Morristown’s colonial water supply
source, a renowned late 19" century girl’s
boarding school located on South Street, and
a 20" century women’s book group of the
Morristown Area. Evidence that Dorothy
Parker attended Miss Dana’s School and that
the author of the children’s book Par #he
Bunny, Dorothy Kunhardt, lived in the area
can be found in these collections.

In the process of analyzing finding aids that
will be made available online, 1 have
discovered that we own a piece of sheet
music, co-written by the poet David Morton.
On the following website:

http://poetry.poetryx.com/poets/261/bio

I found a short bio on Mr. Morton claiming
that he was also a teacher at Morristown High
School. I have not yet looked through the
Morris School District records to verify that
bit of information, but as soon as I do, you’ll
hear about it!

Mary McMahon Dawson
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Quack Quack Cootiette Club !

In a vertical file for Morristown - Clubs there
is a curious copy of a newspaper article about
the Quack Quack Cootiette Club 327 of
Morris County. New officers were installed
in the positions of Chief Gray, Lady Louse,
Baby Louse, Pious Louse, Scratcher, and Ink
Slinging Louse, to name a few. Guests
included, among others, Grand Crummy
Chaser and Grand Snoopy Louse. The only
clue as to what the club did, or was involved
in, was the position of Hospital Chairman
which would imply that the club might have
been involved in charitable work or
fundraising for the hospital.

According to a posting on the internet,
“Cooties were (are?) associated with the
Veterans of Foreign Wars. The name came
from the buddies that our troops acquired in
the trenches of France and Belgium during
the Great War, known to Americans as World
War I (WWI). Much of the soldiers” work
revolved around helping indigent WWI vets,
providing camaraderie and social activity for
the group, and other community service.
Genealogically speaking, if your ancestor was
a Cootie it means he served in France. This
information suggests that you might want to
check military records at some point in your
research.

Marilyn Stearns

Dz Dz Dz

0Bl asphemy

While researching the topic of alleged crimes
of blasphemy in Morris County in the late
1900s for a recent inquiry letter I found the
following information:

In the summer of 1886, Charles B. Reynolds,
an ex-Methodist reverend, held a series of

and ot he

free-thought meetings in Boonton. A mob of
townsfolk took great exception to his ideas,
invaded his tent, pelted him with rotten eggs
and tomatoes, cut the guy ropes of his tent,
and slashed the canvas. The tent collapsed,
and Reynolds escaped.

On October 13, 1886, Reynolds appeared in
Morristown, not to hold meetings, but to
distribute pamphlets. He was arrested under
an archaic blasphemy law, and indicted on
two counts of blasphemy.

Robert G. Ingersoll, a lawyer, offered himself
pro bono to defend Reynolds. After several
postponements, the trial finally began on May
19, 1887. Ingersoll spoke to the jury for two
and a half hours, but Reynolds was convicted
and fined $25.00. Costs were $50.00, which
Ingersoll paid himself.

In researching our collection, I found many
articles in the Jerseyman and in The Iron Era. A
scarch of Har per ' s (HarpWeck
database) revealed a wonderful cartoon by
Thomas Nast of Reynolds and Ingersoll in
court. We have two copies of Trial for
Blasphemy:  An Argument by Robert G. Ingersoll,
and in the miscellaneous manuscripts
collection there is an original pamphlet titled
The Jersey Heresy Case, c. 1887.

A search on Google Images produced the
cartoon used on the cover of The Truth Seeker:
THETRIAIES] B A Journal  of
Freethought — and
Reform, in 1886,
with the caption
“Casting Pearls
Before Swine -
C.B. Reynolds
in New Jersey.”

The information collected for this research is
now in our vertical files under Morristown -
Trials.

Marilyn Stearns
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Events continued from page 2

10/11 - Ghosts at our Doorsteps. Gordon E. Ward,
author and educator, will tell ghost stories about
historic sites, 7:00 p.m. Chester Historical Society
program at the Chester Public Library, 250 W.
Main Street, Chester. 908-879-2761.

10/11 - Immigration Today: Cultural Threat or
American Tradition? is a panel presentation and
community discussion by the Morris County
Historical Society; location to be announced.
Phone 973-267-3465 for details.

10/11 - Barns are Noble by Mark Pilipski, presented
by the Long Hill Historical society. Long Hill
Township First Aid Squad Building at 7:30 p.m.
Call 908-647-6456.

10/13 & 14 - Annual Postcard show sponsored by
the Garden State Postcard Club at the PAL
Center, 33 Baldwin Road, Parsippany.

10/14 - “Giving a Little Brings a Lot: Celebrating
the Morristown & Morris Township Library and
the Friends of the Library” with John T.
Cunningham, New Jersey State Historian, 2:00
p-m. Meeting Room at the Morristown Library.
Light refreshments will be served. 973-538-6161.

10/17 - Siow Runner. Poetry reading and book
signing by Marjorie Dieter Keyishian. Light
refreshments will be served, 7:00 p.m. Morristown
& Mortris Township Library. 973-538-6161.

10/23 - Historic Period Dress.  Morris School
District Community Adult School offers 3 classes
- registration and fee required. To register, call the
Community School at 973-292-2063.

11/2 - Colonial Tribulations: The

COLONIAL TRINULATIONS
Survival Story, presented by the e
author, Greg Casterline. Listen -
to the story of the New Jersey ?" ™4
Blue regiment of the French & SNane
Indian War from 1755 & 756 at “,

Oswego through 1757 at Fort
William  Henry, 7:00 p.m.
(Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Please use the new
Media Dept. Entrance.) Light refreshments will
be served at the Morristown & Morris Township
Library. 973-538-6161.

11/3 - Open Hearth Cooking. Susan McLellan
Plaisted will present the basics of open-hearth
cooking. See 9/22 listing for details.

11/3-Lak e
Arlington, presented by the Lake Hopatcong
Historical Society, 6:00 p.m. Call 973-398-2616.

11/4 - Gatden State Postcard Club Meeting, 11:00
am. - 400 p.m. at the Long Hill Senior Citizen
Center, Gillette.

11/6 - Mortis Area Genealogy Society meeting at
the Morris County Library, 30 East Hanover
Avenue, Whippany. Topic to be announced.
Refreshments at 6:30 p.m.; meeting starts at 6:45
p.m.

11/8 - The Great Swamp in Pictures by Sherb Naulty,
Presented by the Long Hill Historical Society.
Long Hill Township First Aid Squad Building at
7:30 p.m. Call 908-647-6456.

11/18 - The Jews of Morris County. Linda Forgosh,
of the Jewish Historical Society of Metrowest, will
share her extensive knowledge of the history of
the Jewish community in Morris County,
Frelinghuysen Arboretum. Free. Contact the
Morris County Historical Society at 973-267-3465.

11/22 & 23 6 The Morristown and Morris
Township Library is closed for Thanksgiving

12/2 - Garden State Postcard Club Meeting, 11:00
am. - 4:00 p.m. Long Hill Senior Citizen Center,
Gillette.

12/24 &25- Morristown and Morris Township
Library is closed for Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day

12/31- Library closes at 3:00 p.m.

12/31 — First Night Morris 2008. 'The Mottistown
and Morris Township Library will host a
storytelling program at Morristown’s New Year’s
Eve celebration. Admission buttons to this and all
First Night events go on sale December 15t at 30
area locations and online at:
www.FirstNightMorris.com
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Shopat the Library

The History Center sells a variety of books,
calendars, and postcards on state and local history.
All profits from the sale of these items support
the library.

Vintage Views New Jersey 2008 Calendar
Edited by Walter Choroszewski

30 % off regular retail
price of $12.99

Available now at
the history Center
for $9.73

horoszewski

 New Jersey: A 25-year
Photographic Retrospective

T Eiwsw, 5
JE RSEY [signed copy]

20% off regular retail price
of $40.......... now $34.24

Contact Us:

The Morristown & Morris Township Library
North Jersey History & Genealogy Center
One Miller Road

Morristown, NJ 07960

973-538-3473

Web Site:

http:/ /www.mottistownmortistwplibrary.info

HU N TERDON
Hunterdon: . .
A Celebration
of Commaunities

20% off regular retail price

Visit Us:

History Center hours:

of $40......... now $34.24

The Somerset Hills: New Jersey Country Houses

Volume 1 Volume 11
THE THE
SOMERSET SOMERSET

HILLS

20% off regular retail price of $75... ......now $64.20

Prices include tax but do not include shipping.

Mon.-Thurs.: 9:00-9:00
Friday: 9:00-6:00
Saturday: 9:30-5:00
Sat. (July/Aug.): 10:00-2:00
Sunday: 1:00-5:00
Summer2007
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