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Department News

nce again, fall gives way to winter, and
O our department enters a period of brief
quiet before the New Year. This is the
time I like to reflect on what we have

accomplished throughout the year.

Last year we updated our pages on the library’s
web site, and we have continued to add mote
material this year. We now offer digital images of
all three major Morris County atlases, from 1868,
1887, and 1910, as well as a copy of The Morristown
Ghost, the story of how some of Morristown's
most prominent citizens were tricked into
believing there was Tory gold buried in Schooley's
Mountain. We have also archived past issues of
our newsletter, added research guides, and
reorganized the finding aids to our archival and
manuscript collections.

Some of our 2009 acquisitions included: an 1835
account ledger for the general store of Horace
Sheldon and William Conkling in Basking Ridge
NJ; personal papers of Conrad Wiegand, Assayer
for the U.S. Mint of San Francisco, and family, of
Burlington County NJ, an autograph album
belonging to the Snook family of Titusville NJ,
with signatures and sentiments from residents
known to the Snook family from Trenton to New

York City, d. 1884-1886, and several hundred
books on Mid-Atlantic local history and
genealogy.

Adding to our extensive Thomas Nast Collection,
Carol Nast, great granddaughter of Thomas Nast,
donated a Doulton Lambeth pitcher and cup
engraved by Thomas and Sarah Nast. Thomas
Nast incised his signature and a small caricature of
himself on the pitcher, dated August 22, 1898.
Sarah initialed her cup, which also carries the date
August 22, 1898.

In August, we began beta testing the iVina
Bookscan Station for CCP Solutions of Brooklyn
NY making us the first library in the country to
offer researchers a book-friendly copying system
that prints black & white or color images, or saves
scans as files to a flash drive.

As the year drew to a close, staff members Jim
Collins and Mary McMahon launched the first of a
series of workshops on how to get the most out
of our databases. They started with a class on
HeritageQuest and will offer more classes to help
our researchers optimize other databases as well.

And, in the “Shameless Self-Promotion
Department,” Christine Jochem published an
article on Mortistown landscape architect, John
Brinley, in Shaping the American Landscape: New
Profiles from the Pioneers of American landscape Design
Project, Charles Birnbaum, et al, ed., Chatlottesville,
VA: University of Virginia Press, 2009.

The staff of the North Jersey History and
Genealogy Center wish all of our researchers a
wonderful holiday as we look forward to serving
you in the New Year.

Christine Jochem
Department Head
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Calendar of Events
Compiled by Cynthia Muszala

Ongoing 0 An exhibit on the Motris County
Court House features rarely seen images of the
structure and traces its history from the original
design to the large complex it has become in the
215t century. Lobby of the Motris County Cultural
Center, 300 Mendham Road, Morris Township.
973-829-8117 or see www.co.morris.nj.us/mchc

Macculloch Hall Gift Shop & Browse the expanded
Museum Gift Shop for the holiday season. There
are new items which reflect the museum’s
collections, as well as seasonal decorative pieces.
Macculloch Hall, 45 Macculloch Avenue. Monday
-Friday 9:00 am. — 9:00 p.m. and Sundays 1:00 -

400 p.m. Call 973-538-2404 or see
www.maccullochhall.org

Oakleaf Gallery Gift Shop - New items are arriving in
the shop weekly. The Oakleaf Gallery has been
transformed into your favorite holiday shop. You

can also shop on-line.  Acorn Hall, 68 Morris
Avenue, call 973-267-3465 or visit

www.acornhall.org

Through January 3, 2010 — Horseplay: A History of
Equestrian Sports in New Jersey.  The Morris
Museum presents a collection of more than 150
works of fine and decorative art, which ate on
loan from New Jersey private and public
collections. Paintings, prints, photographs,
historical documents, maps and other works
explore the story of equestrian sports in New
Jersey. Call 973-971-3700 ot see

WWW.mortismuseum.org

Through February, 2010 — The Spirit of Thomas
Nast: His Life and Legacy. The exhibit will feature
the museum’s pair of rarely seen 8 x 12 foot
Grand Caricaturamas. There are only eight panels
of the original thirty-three known to exist. Many
of Nast’s other popular images will be displayed,
as well as objects, photographs, and documents
from Nast’s life, house, and family. First floor of
Macculloch Hall in the large schoolroom. General
admission, members free. See

www.maccullochhall.org

11/3/09 — 1/24/10 — Oh Freedom. The special
exhibition explores the role of blacks on the
battlefront and in the aftermath of the American

Revolutionary War in New Jersey. Washington’s
Headquarters Museum, 30 Washington Place.
Admission is $4; children under 15 are free.
Please call 973-539-2016, extension 210, or visit
WWW.NPS.govV/Mmotrf.

11/27 - 12/23 - Christmas Festival at the Morristown
Green. Celebrating the season for more than 90
years!  Come and enjoy children's activities,
electric train rides, a visit with Santa, music, ice
sculptures, and more. Fridays through Sundays at
the Morristown Green, Motristown.
973.455.1133 or see morristown-nj.org

11/27 - January 2010 — Feasting with Family and
Friends:  Christmas in the Ballantine House. The
trimmings of a traditional Victorian holiday are
recreated in the 1885 Ballantine House, a restored

National Historic Landmark. Newark Museum.
Call 973-596-6550 or visit

www.newarkmuseum.org

12/2 — The Jacob Ford Jr. Mansion. Come to the
book reading and signing by Jude M. Pfister, Chief
of Cultural Resources, Morristown National
Historic Park. Light refreshments will be served.
Morristown and Morris Township Library at 7:00
p-m. Call 973-538-6161 or see www.fpl.org

12/5 — Dickensian Christmas. Experience Chatles
Dickens’ Christmas Carol with a recreation of
Fezziwigs” Ball.  Visit the Vail home decorated
for a traditional holiday; make some mid-
nineteenth century crafts; dance to period fiddle
music, and meet some of the characters from the
novel. Historic Speedwell.  Admission is $6
adults, $5 seniors, $4 children 4 -16, under 4 free.
Saturday, noon — 5:00 p.m. For information, call
973-285-6550 or see www.morrisparks.net

12/5 - 13 — Gingerbread Wonderland Come to the
18% Annual Gingerbread Exhibit. Past displays
have included models of Notre Dame Cathedral,
Chanukah menorahs, Japanese temples, Santa’s
workshop, and scenes from Harry Potter. From
9:30 am. — 5:00 p.m., and untl 8:00 p.m. on
Friday, December 11. A $1.00 per person
donation supports the Horticultural Education
Department.  Groups over 8 must make a
reservation. For more information, please call

973-326-7601 or see www.arboretumfriends.org

Events continued on page 4
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Archivists JournaFall 20®

Recently processed collections:

HM512 MSS Auto North Jersey History & Genealogy Center Autograph Collection, 1685-1992
H 929 MSS Angus Angus Family Evidence Scrapbook, 1853-1969
HM2 MSS Rock Hibernia Underground Railroad Records, 1889-1894

North Jersey History & Genealogy Photograph & Image Collection

The Morristown Parking Authority recently showed an interest in our photograph collection, since they needed an
image of the Maple Avenue Schoolhouse — the building that once occupied the same site on which their new building
is now located. Situated on the north side of Maple Avenue, midway between Market Street and DeHart Street, the
Maple Avenue School was built in 1869 on a lot donated by prominent Morristown citizen, George T. Cobb. He also
set aside $10,000 for construction of the school. By 1956 the school was torn down to make room for a parking
plaza. Its replacement, the Thomas Jefferson School, had just opened not far away. The Morristown Parking
Authority will honor the Maple Avenue School’s location with an historic plaque.

Méplé Avenue Schdol [postcard] circa 1914 (H929 MSS Rae, Box 12/fo|der 4)

For the past couple of months I have been working on re-housing, inventorying, and relocating our sizeable
photograph and image collection. Our department has acquired many photographs, slides, negatives, drawings and
images over the years depicting various historic aspects of Morristown, and the time has come for us to gain a better
intellectual control of our holdings. The very general outline that has been our guide in the past has proved to be
outdated. By placing the photographs and images into clearly marked file folders and standing them (if size allows)
upright in manuscript boxes, the changes benefit both the collection itself and the researcher/librarian. It is better for
photographs to be organized vertically within each box, rather than resting on top of each other. Other benefits of
this reorganization include easier identification, with descriptive and numbered file folder titles and effortless
discernment of the size and quantity of the entire collection. Storing the boxes on shelves in the archives, where the
temperature is kept cool, prolongs the longevity of the items.

Mary McMahon Dawson
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Events continued from page 2

12/6, 12, 13, 19 & 20 — Santa Claus Special. A
fundraising effort to benefit the Whippany
Railway Museum. Celebrate the Christmas Season
by riding the rails onboard the Whippany Railway
Museum’s excursion trains.  Advance ticket
reservations are strongly recommended! Please

call 973- 887-8177 or see
www.whippanyrailwaymuseum.net

12/5 -12/6 — Holly Walk. A seasonal celebration
of Morris Area historic house museums.
Participating sites for this year’s Holly Walk
include Acorn Hall, Macculloch Hall, Schuyler-
Hamilton House, and the Morristown National
Historical Park. A single $15. ticket (children
under 12 free) is good for all four sites on both
days. noon  — 500 p.m. Visit
www.maccullochhall.org for updates and event
details.

12/5 - 6 and 12/12 - 13 — Holiday Open House and
Holiday Trunk Show. ‘The Stickley Museum’s
Annual Holiday Open House. The Trunk Show
will feature the work of skilled artisans from
across the country as an alternative to a shopping
mall experience. The house will be decorated for
the holidays, and on Saturdays “Mrs. Claus” will
visit the Log House from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
to talk about seasonal rituals. For tickets or
further information, call 973-540-0377 or see
www.stickleymuseum.org

12/6 — Members and Neighbors Wassail Party. Join
members and neighbors of Macculloch Hall for a
seasonal celebration following Holly Walk. Free
for members and neighbors. 4:00 — 6:00 p.m.
Visit www.maccullochhall.org for updates and
event details.

12/11 — Holiday Open House. Boonton Township
Museum.  Celebrate the holiday season with
refreshments and entertainment. 7:00 p.m. For
additional information: call 973-402-8840 or sece
www.boonton.org/Community/HistoricalSociety.
htm

12/31 0 First Night Morris County. Ring in the New
Year with first class performances of music,
dance, theatre, and comedy for all ages. This
alcohol-free, family-friendly event takes place in

venues throughout downtown Morristown.
Fireworks shows are at 9:15 p.m. and midnight.
Performances are indoors, and shuttle service is
available. Rain, snow ot shine, Morristown. Call
973-455-0708 or visit firstnightmorris.com

1/10/2010 — Colonial Cooking Contest. Research an
historic recipe, cook, and enter it in the Museum’s
first ever Colonial Cooking Contest. Museum of
Early Trades & Crafts, 2:00 p.m., Madison Call
973-377-2982 or visit www.metc.org

1710 & Historic Food Preservation.  Join Mercy
Ingraham, historic food expert and open hearth
and fire-cook as she demonstrates the vatious
ways colonials preserved food, so it would last
throughout the year. Museum of Early Trades
and Crafts, 3:00 p.m., Madison.

Call 973-377-2982 or visit www.metc.org

1/14 — Dig It. The subject discussed will be the
uncovering of the encampment site of General
Henry Knox and the Continental Artillery on the
slope of the Second Watchung Mountain near
Pluckemin. Meeting at the Chester Public Library
at 7:00 p.m. Call 908-879-2761 or see
www.historicchesternj.com

2/6 ® Hats Off to Matilda! Return to the
childhood of Matilda Frelinghuysen by attending
this eclegant tea for young and old. Fashion
historian, Barbara Meyer Darlin will demonstrate
the many layers a fashionable woman needed to
wear.  Saturday, at 1:30 p.m. Snow date is
Saturday, February 20. Admission is $25 for
members and $30 for non-members. Call 973-

326-7603 or see www.arboretumfriends.org

2/11 — What is Victoriana? A program presented
by the Morris County Historical Society. MLt.
Tabor Historical Society at 7:00 p.m. For
information  call  973-586-1564 or  check
www.mounttabornj.org

2/21- Lenape Culture: An Introduction to American
Indian Life in New Jersey. Beverly A. Friend will
explain the special relationships between the
people, the animals and the forest preceding

contact with FEuropeans.  Pre-registration is
recommended. Call 973-377-2982 x14 or visit

WWW.MELC.0trg
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New Acquistions

Pfister, Jude M. The Jacob Ford Jr. Mansion: The Storied
History of a New Jersey Home. The History Press, 2009.
This history of the Ford Mansion of Morristown,
originally built in the 1770s and today the site of the
first National Historic Park in the U.S., is illustrated
with drawings, copies of original documents, and
photographs in what is a “biography” of a house that
discusses the importance of the house and its
historical context.

Richman, Steven. Th e Gr eat Swamp:
Treasure. Schiffer Publishing, 2008.

This collection of color photographs illustrates the dramatic
natural beauty of the Great Swamp. The photos range from
landscape vistas to individual plants and animals that are
found in this area of Mortis and Somerset counties.

The Great Swamp

Waltz, Josephine. Schoolhouses of Early Bernards Township: A Photographic History of
Schools. Donning Company, 2007.

The illustrated history of the neatly two dozen schoolhouses that served the
Bernards Township region includes photos of students and the schools they
attended from the 1800s to the late 20" century.

A Tribute to New Jersey Veterans. PEN Publishing, 2009.

This is a collection of illustrated tributes to those from New Jersey who served in
the military from the eatly history of the state to the wars of the 20™ and 21%
centuries.

Modica, Glenn. Cadwalader Heights: The History of an
oo Olmsted Neighborhood, Trenton, New Jersey. 2007.
g s Cadwalader Heights in the western part of Trenton is the
R only Frederick Law Olmsted designed community in
New Jersey. The book documents the history and
planning of this neighborhood of over 70 homes and
includes house histories along with historic and
contemporary photos.

Jim Collins
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Is There Anything New Under the Sun?

In 2009 this nation’s financial meltdowns rocked
Wall Street and brought economic hardship to
millions of hard-working Americans. Does it
make us feel better or worse to recall that financial
chicanery has littered the American landscape
throughout its history?  One such shameful
incident brought attention to Morristown in 1905
when one of its most famous citizens, Richard A.
McCurdy found himself embroiled in a scandal
that scuttled his career and sullied his family name.
With a fair resemblance to Rich Uncle Pennybags
from the Monopoly game and an extravagant
lifestyle to match, McCurdy perfected the
stereotype of a Gilded Age tycoon. Schooled in
the law, McCurdy chose to follow his father into
the small New York firm of the Mutual Life
Insurance Company. Ambitious and blessed with
remarkable acumen in business dealings, Richard
McCurdy rose to president of the company and
transformed a minor business into a behemoth;
one that dominated the insurance industry,
controlled millions of dollars and paid magnificent
salaties to select employees. The New York Times
reported that the Mutual Life Insurance Company
had assets that neatly equaled those of the Bank of
England, the Bank of France and the Bank of
Germany combined.

Along with unbridled power came a manner of
living that celebrated unfettered luxury. Details of
the privileged lives of McCurdy family members
graced the pages of local and national newspapers:
palatial estates (the 62-room South Street mansion
built in 1904 at an estimated cost of one million
dollars; apparently their 32-room Morris Plains
home was too confining for a family of four), a
yacht, lavish parties, excursions, trips and a bevy
of servants, laborers, and staff to fulfill every
whim,.

The collapse of Richard McCurdy’s career came
quickly when in 1905 a New York State
investigation uncovered malfeasance in his
handling of policy holders’ money and revealed an
embarrassing number of family members on the
payroll. When asked if any of his peers received a

similarly exorbitant salary of $150,000 a year,
McCurdy replied, “I felt all the more
complimented by the fact that I believed there was
no other life-insurance president that got so
much.”  Despite such hubris, McCurdy hastily
retired, and the family slunk off to France to avoid
the sordid mess.  The reorganized Mutual
Company would later bring suit to recover
$8,000,000 handed out to McCurdy relations; the
family finally settled with a payment of $815,000.
The McCurdys returned to Morristown in 1908
but not to society. Their grandiose lifestyle and
opulent outward appearance masked a core
corrupted by power, greed and deceit. Sound
familiar?

Cheryl Turkington
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Contact Us:

The Morristown & Morris Township Library
North Jersey History & Genealogy Center
One Miller Road

Morristown, NJ 07960

973-538-3473

Library Web Site: http://www.jfpl.org

Visit Us:

History Center hours:

Mon.-Thurs.: 9:00-9:00
Friday: 9:00-6:00
Saturday: 9:30-5:00
Sat. (July/Aug.): 10:00-2:00
Sunday: 1:00-5:00
Summer/Fall 2009

Volume 4, Number 3 & 4
The North Jersey Historian is published quarterly.

Annette Tyler, Editor
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