
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Department News 

 
The new year has brought a few more changes to 
the North Jersey History Center.  Our new 
archivist, Mary McMahon, joined us right after 
Thanksgiving.  That was our Christmas present!  
Three new electronic resources have also been 
added:  Americaõs GenealogyBank, New England 
Historical & Genealogical Register, and The Mount 
Tabor Record 

 
Americaõs GenealogyBank   This database is 
one of the family of products from NewsBank, 
which also provides Americaõs Obituaries and Death 
Notices Online.  Americaõs GenealogyBank offers 
digitized newspapers from 1690-1977, full-text 
books published between 1652-1900, historical 
documents from 1789-1980, and the Social 
Security Death Index 1937-present. 
 
New England Historical & Genealogical  
Register  The History Center has always 
subscribed to The New England Historical and 
Genealogical Register, but we now offer this journal 
online.  Published since 1847, this is one of the 
oldest and one of the most respected journals of 
American genealogy.  The Register features vital 
records, church records, tax records, land and 
probate records, cemetery transcriptions, 
obituaries, historical essays, book reviews, and 
compiled genealogies. 
 
Newspapers:  Mount Tabor Record   Late last year, 
the Mount Tabor Historical Society generously 
paid to have our bound volume of the Mount 
Tabor Record scanned and digitized.  Though not 
complete, our volume is the only known copy of 
the Record, which chronicles events in Mount 
Tabor during the summer camp meetings from 
1877-1887. Searchable full-text copies are 
available to researchers both in the North Jersey 
History Center and the Mount Tabor Historical 
Society.  

Christine Jochem 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Meet the New Archivist 

 
Hello, my name is Mary McMahon.  As the new 
archivist of the North Jersey History and 
Genealogy Center, I have been busy making 
myself at home in my new position.  
 
Having worked in the periodicals department of 
this library a few years ago, I was already familiar 
with most of the library staff, and my adjustment 
to a new work environment has been a smooth 
one.  I am becoming more acquainted with the 
History Centerõs collections every day.  
 
Along with learning the procedures of the 
reference desk, I have been monitoring the 
temperature and humidity levels in the Archives 
Room and Vault.  Since our department is in a 
new building, and there are still a few kinks to 
straighten out, the importance of keeping our 
collections in optimal conditions is not to be 
underestimated. 
 
I have begun processing several collections, such 
as The Morris Community Chest Records, and I 
have also revised and encoded a number of 
finding aids, including The Michael Aaron 
Rockland Papers, which can now be viewed on 
the libraryõs web site:  
 

http://www.morristownmorristwplibrary.info . 
 
My colleagues are always gracious and helpful, 
and Chrys Jochem, the department head, has 
provided wonderful assistance to me in 
negotiating my new position.  I am pleased to be 
working in the North Jersey History and 
Genealogy Center, and I look forward to helping 
the department become an even better known 
New Jersey historical records institution. 
 
 
 

Mary McMahon 
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Calendar of Events 
Compiled by Marilyn Stearns 

 
For locations see 

Local History and Genealogy Societies hand-out. 
 

 
Closed Doors:  Health, Hygiene, and Sexuality Among the 
Victorians is an exhibit at Acorn Hall, which will run 
until April 22.  973-267-3465 
 
Boonton:  the Early Years is a permanent exhibit of the 
history of Boonton from 1741 to 1903.  John Taylor 
Building, 210 Main Street, Boonton Saturday, 1:00 - 
4:00 p.m. or by appointment   Call 973-402-8840. 
 
Going Places:  An exhibit on eighteenth-and-nineteenth 
century travel at Macculloch Hall will include a special 
section on the history of the Jersey Shore as a travel 
destination over three centuries.   973-538-2404. 
 
Musical Machines and Living Dolls:  Mechanical Musical 
Instruments and Automata from the Murtogh D. Guinness 
Collectionó This is a permanent exhibit of 60 objects 
from the large collection.  Live demonstrations are 
held on Tuesday to Friday at 3:00 p.m., Saturday and 
Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 973-971-3700. 
 
2/18 - Annual Membership Tea. The Morris County 
Historical Society invites current and potential 
members to the historic dining room of Acorn Hall, 
Morristown, 1-4 p.m.  Shop the Oak Leaf Gallery Gift 
Shop. 973-267-3465.  www.acornhall.org 
 
2/19 - Czechoslovakia. Member Peter Kleslovic will give 
a presentation on his collection of Czechoslovakian 
stamps at the Jockey Hollow Stamp Club meeting,  
8:00 p.m.  Cafeteria (1st floor), Rehabilitation Institute 
of Morristown Memorial Hospital 
 
2/21 - Boonton in World War II.  The unveiling of a 
group photograph of Boontonõs returning heroes from 
June 1946 is part of a project to name every person in 
the photograph.  Refreshments & music will be 
provided by the Boonton Historical Society, 2:30 p.m. 
Boonton Senior Center. 973-402-8840. 
 
2/22 - The Flag Raisers of Iwo Jima, a slide lecture will be 
held at the Morristown and Morris Township Library 
in the Meeting Room,  2:00 p.m. 973-538-6161. 
 
2/27 - 8/24 - Building the Building:  Elements of Style.  The  
 

 
Museum of Early Trades & Crafts, built in 1899 as 
Madisonõs first library, will host an exhibit exploring 
some of the people and their techniques for the 
crafting and decorating of this ornate Richardsonian 
Romanesque Revival building. 
 
3/4 - Garden State Postcard Club meeting, 11:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. Long Hill Senior Citizen Center, Gillette. 
 
3/5 - APS Circuit Books & Member Bourse - The Jockey 
Hollow Stamp Club will meet at 8:00 p.m., Cafeteria 
(1st floor), Rehabilitation Institute of Morristown 
Memorial Hospital. 
 
3/5 & 3/12 - Titanic:  The Last Chapter is presented by 
Charles Haas, a member of the 1998 Titanic Research 
and Recovery Expedition.  He is one of only two 
historians to have dived to the wreck. This Boonton 
Historical Society program is at the Montville Senior 
Center, 7:30 p.m. 973-402-8840. 
 
3/6 - Some Lessons in Irish Genealogy.  Dick OõMalley will 
talk about his 2001 research trip to Ireland and the 4th 
Irish genealogical Congress at the Morris Area 
Genealogy Society meeting, Morris County Library, 30 
East Hanover Avenue, Whippany. Refreshments are at 
6:30 p.m.; meeting starts at 6:45 p.m. 
 
3/8 - Antiques Show and Tell.  Chester Historical Society 
members are invited to bring one or two articles of 
kitchen collectibles, lighting, pottery, glass, furniture, 
or sewing-related items for value opinion from 
Chester Antiques Mall owner Bill Cogger and his 
associates Bob and Karen Grossman.  Open to the 
public at 7:00 p.m., Chester Public Library, 250 W. 
Main St., Chester. 908-879-2761. 
 
3/10 - St. Patrickõs Day parade will be held in 
Morristown, starting at 12:00 noon at Kings on South 
Street and ending at Morristown High School. 
 
3/15 - New Jersey Womenõs History will be discussed by 
Theresa Hunt, an English professor from NJIT,  at 
7:00 p.m. at the Morristown and Morris Township 
Library. 
 
3/16 - The Passaic River:  81 Miles of History is a 
presentation by Phil Jaeger.  The Canal Society of New 
Jersey. meets at the Morris County Cultural Center, 
300 Mendham Road, Morris Township. 7:30 p.m. 
Refreshments are at 7:10 p.m. 908-722-9556. 
 
continued on page 7 

http://www.acornhall.org/
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The Bibliophile 

Genealogy in Unlikely Places 

 
One of the new joys of having 
our department located on the 
lower level of the library is our 
close proximity to the Friends 
of the Library book sale room. 
For many years, our Friends 
have combed through book 
donations for titles we may be 
interested in.  Now that we are 
just down the hall from their 
sorting area, itõs easier than ever 

to review books on the spot. 
 

A recent find, an Appletonsš School Reader, 

published 1880 in New York, was brought to our 
attention because it was a prime candidate for our 
Childrenõs Historical Book Collection.  Appletonsõ 
Readers, like their better-known counterparts, 
McGuffeyõs Readers, were popular 19th century school 
primers for children.  But this particular copy has 
proven to be more interesting for its provenance than 
its content.  Inside the front cover, written in the hand 
of a young child, we found: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leonard Ryerson Jacobus 

118 Mechanic Street, Newark, N.J. 
[1882] 

 
Leonard Jacobus was the son of Nelson and Mary 
Jane Jacobus.  He was born in Newark, NJ, on 
October 1, 1873, making him nine years old when he 
inscribed this book.  The third son, born late in life to 
his parents (His mother was 40 and his father almost 
50 years of age when he was born.), Leonard grew up 
in Newarkõs 4th ward on Mechanic Street (now Edison 
Place), in a neighborhood populated with his motherõs 
extended family.  When Mary Jane Jacobus died, 
Leonard and his father moved to 68 Riggs Place, 
South Orange, Essex County, NJ. 
 
 
 

 
 
His aunt, Mary D. Pier, who had lived in the Jacobus 
household off and on since the 1860s, continued to 
live with Leonard and his father, probably to supervise 
the domestic help.  After his father died, Leonard 
spent several more years at Riggs Place with his 
spinster cousin Mary Jane Pier overseeing the 
household.  Around 1916, Leonard married Gladys 
Wade, the daughter of one of his neighbors in South 
Orange, and they moved to Valley Road in Millington, 
Morris County, NJ. 
 
Leonard Jacobus appears to have been a quiet man, 
who lived a modest life, working as a clerk for the 
Mutual Insurance Company of Newark for many 
years.  He was not involved in politics and never made 
headlines in the local newspapers.  By 1930, Leonard 
and Gladys were still living on Valley Road in 
Millington, but the census shows an adopted son 
living with them, 14 year old Alvin Jacobus.  Alvin was 
not with them in the 1920 census, so it is possible he 
was the child of a relative, adopted or perhaps just 
taken in, by the childless Leonard and Gladys. 
 

In Leonardõs Appletonsš Second Reader, beneath his 
name, he also wrote: Jingle up and down and the number 
92. The words are the opening line of a poem that 
appeared on page 92 with the illustration below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Jingle! jingle!  Up and down 
Sleighs are flying through the town. 
Jingle! jingle!  Donõt you hear 

Merry sleigh-bells far and near! 
 
We can only wonder if this was Leonardõs favorite 
winter poem or illustration, and coming to fatherhood 
late in his life, if he shared this precious keepsake with 
his adoptive son. 
 

Christine Jochem 
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Thank You to our 2006 Donors 
 
 

The North Jersey History Center is delighted to recognize those who gave so generously to our 
department last year.  Throughout the year, these donors gave us new books, out-of-print books, 
copies of personal research notes, maps, prints, photographs, original art work, and monetary 
contributions.  These gifts have enhanced our collections by providing new research material and 
the means to care for it, now and in the future. 
 
We are particularly grateful to those who have continued to make regular contributions to our 
department.  Your commitment enables us to plan long-term acquisition and conservation 
programs, knowing that funds will be available when the need arises. 
 
 
 

Nancy Adamczyk, Director ð 
Madison Public Library 

Carolyn Browne 
Robert Capanna 

Shelley R. Cardiel  
Carettes, Inc. 
Alice Caulkins 

Kemper Chambers 
George Coultard 

Cultural Resource Consulting Group 
Daniel J. Curtin 

Donald Davidson 
Anne Ryan Dello Russo & Siblings 

Faith Eckler 
Jeffrey Eger 

James D. & Mary Allen Grabow 
Marion O. Harris 

Sara Robbins Hoffman & 
John William Taylor, Jr. 

Henry M. Hoyt 
Huguenot Society of America 

Richard T. Irwin 
Christine Jochem 
Frank S. Kelley 

 

Edwin C. Kruse 
Catherine Litwin 

Morris Area Genealogy Society 
Morris County Historical Society 
Morris Township Planning Board 

Newark Museum ð Director & Board of 
Trustees 

NJ Society of Mayflower Descendants 
Douglas Oxenhorn 

Potteries of Trenton Society 
Stephen W. Price 

Randolph Public Library 
John Sass 

Scott Shepherd 
John Shiels 

Harry Simon 
Helen Tam 

Neal Umstot 
John O. Vaughn 

Richard B. Walker 
Virginia Walton 

Doris Cline Ward 
Washington Historical Society 

 of Warren County
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New Acquisitions 

 

This is a sampling of some of the books recently purchased for the North Jersey History & Genealogy 

Center.  For a complete list, please see the New Acquisitions list, along with the most recent items, on 

our New Acquisitions cart in the reading room. 

 

H769.55 

Bow 

 

Bowers, Q. David. Obsolete Paper Money Issued By Banks in the United States. 

Whitman Publishing, 2006. 

Covering the 1780s to the 1860s, the book explores the history of American paper 

money in textual and illustrated form.  Hundreds of color illustrations augment the 

chronologically arranged text written by this professional numismatist. 

H686.3 

Gui 

Guild of Book Workers:  100
th
 Anniversary Exhibition.  Guild of Book Workers, 2006. 

A Catalog of exhibition on the book arts specifically features unique bookbinding. 

H728 

Stu 

Stubblebine, Ray. Stickleyôs Craftsman Homes.  Gibbs Smith, 2006. 

In this extensive collection of drawings, plans and photos of the 221 home designs by 

Gustav Stickley many of the images come directly from The Craftsman magazine and 

are appearing for the first time since their original publication.  The plans range from 

mansions to mountain camps and include exterior pictures and floor plans.  Additionally, 

there are photographs of the completed homes that were built from the plans.  

H3Hu1 

Cho 

Choroszewski, Walter.  Hunterdon:  A Celebration of Communities.  Aesthetic Press, 

2006. 

A brief description of each town is included in this portrait of Hunterdon County.  Every 

municipality is represented in color photographs documenting history, nature and 

architecture. 

H3Hu1 

Cur  

Curcio, Frank A. Hunterdon Countyôs Forgotten Lime Industry. 

Hunterdon County Cultural and Heritage Commission, 2006. 

The history of the lime kiln industry in Hunterdon County includes background on the 

process of quarrying, the uses of lime and the major sites of mining in the county, with 

maps, diagrams and contemporary photos of the sites. 

H3O5 

Long 

Buc 

Buchholz, Margaret Thomas. Island Album:  Photographs and Memories, Long Beach 

Island.  Down the Shore Publishing Corp., 2006. 

Collection of photographs documents life on Long Beach Island, with text from 

interviews taken over the last ten years.  The 340 photos organized by topic are from the 

1920s to the 1960s and depict people, houses and landscapes.   

H3O5 

Long 

Lon 

Long Beach Island Rhapsody: Paintings of the Island by Sixty Contemporary Artists. 

Jersey Shore Publications, 2006. 

280 contemporary paintings of Long Beach Island from 60 artists, feature text from each 

artist describing the creative process behind their works.   

 
 

Jim Collins 
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A Very Special New Acquisition 
 

Jansson=s Nova Anglia Novum Belgium et Virginia 
 

 
 
The History Center is pleased to announce the recent acquisition of a 17th century map of the eastern coast 
of the United States, the Nova Anglia Novum Belgium et Virginia. 
 
The Nova Anglia was originally published in 1636 in the Atlas or A Geographicke Description of the Regions, 
Countries and Kingdoms of the World, Through Europe, Asia, Africa, and America, Represented by New & Exact Maps, 
by Johannes Janssonius (1588-1664).  Janssonius (born Jan Janszoon, but usually referred to as Jan Jansson 
in English) was a Dutch cartographer. 
 
Janson was the son of book publisher/seller.  In 1612, he married Elizabeth de Hondt and went into the 
publishing business with his father-in-law, Jodocus Hondius.  Janson began producing maps in 1616 and by 
1623 owned his own bookstore.  In the 1630s, Janson formed a partnership with his brother-in-law, 
Henricus Hondius, and published atlases. 
 
Although called Janson=s map of New England, the Nova Anglia shows the eastern coast of North America 
from Nova Scotia to the southern end of the outer banks of North Carolina.  In fact, this map includes 
some of the earliest cartographic references to New Amsterdam, Fort Orange, and the Hudson and 
Delaware Rivers. 
 
We are grateful to one of our most loyal and generous supporters, Mr. Frank S. Kelley, for this magnificent 
addition to our collection. 

Christine Jochem 
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continued from page 2  
 
3/19 - Poland.  Member Rodney Koza will give a 
presentation on his collection of Polish stamps at the 
Jockey Hollow Stamp Club meeting, 8:00 p.m. in the 
Cafeteria (1st floor), Rehabilitation Institute of 
Morristown Memorial Hospital. 
 
4/1 - First day of tours of the Stickley Museum at 
Craftsman Farms for the 2007 season, 2352 Route 10 
West, Morris Plains.  Phone 973-540-0311. 
 
4/1 - Garden State Postcard Club meeting, 11:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m., Long Hill Senior Citizen Center, Gillette. 
 
4/3 - Brick Wall Busting Strategies that Led Me To My 
Black Sheep Ancestor is presented by Lisa Kerr Ilowite at 
the Morris Area Genealogy Society meeting, Morris 
County Library, 30 East Hanover Avenue, Whippany., 
refreshments at 6:30 p.m.; meeting starts at 6:45 p.m. 
 
4/7 - Historical Speedwell Opening Weekend. 10:00 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m., 333 Speedwell Avenue, Morristown, 
admission charge. 973-285-6550. 
 
4/8 - The Morristown and Morris Township 
Library is closed for Easter Sunday. 
 
4/9 - The Stars and Stripes:  Fabric of the American Spirit 
with J. Richard Pierce, collector and author, Montville 
Township Senior House. 7:30 p.m. free. 
 
4/12 - Greetings from Bertrand Island. Martin Kane, 
president of the Lake Hopatcong Historical Museum 
presents the video that relives the heydays of the 
resort for the Chester Historical Society, 7:00 p.m. at 
the Chester Public Library, 250 West Main Street, 
Chester, 908-879-2761. 
 
4/14 - Morris Canal and Ironworks. Meet at the 
boardwalk on Main Street a 10 a.m. for a walking tour 
by the Boonton Historical society.  The suggested 
donation is $5.00.  973-402-8840. 
 
4/18 - Eleanor Roosevelt:  A New Woman is a program 
offered through the Speakers Bureau of the New 
Jersey Council for the Humanities, which will meet at 
2:30 p.m., Boonton Senior Center. 973-402-8840. 
 
4/22 - Lecture at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum. 
Sponsored by the Morris County Historical Society, 
topic to be announced, 2:00 p.m. free. 
 

5/1 - Morris Area Genealogy Society will meet at the 
Morris County Library, 30 East Hanover Avenue, 
Whippany.  Refreshments are offered at 6:30 p.m.; 
meeting starts at 6:45 p.m. 
 
5/5 - The Park. Meet at the Gazebo in Grace Lord 
Park, 10:00 a.m. for a walking tour by the Boonton 
Historical society. The suggested donation is $5.00. 
973-402-8840. 
  
5/5 & 5/6 - Victorian Weekend at Acorn Hall and 
Fosterfields. This is a weekend of Family fun!  Period 
crafts, music, games, house tours, fashions, farm 
activities, demonstrations, dancing, and a Victorian 
Market are presented by the Morris County Historical 
society and the Morris County Park Commission. 
www.acornhall.org or www.morrisparks.net 
 
5/6 - Garden State Postcard Club meeting will be held 
at 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. in the Long Hill Senior 
Citizen Center, Gillette. 
 
5/10 - Appraising Silver on the Road is presented by 
Sarah Shinn Pratt, President of LeBaron Antiques 
Trading in Woodbury CT and appraiser for silver and 
decorative arts on PBS Antiques Roadshow is the 
Macculloch Hall annual benefit.  This is a behind the 
scenes look at the antiques and decorative arts world.  
973-538-2404. 
 
5/10 - Schooleyõs Mountain Heydays.  George E. Scheller, 
resident of Schooleyõs Mountain for almost 80 years, 
recalls the days when one of Americaõs earliest health 
resorts had three thriving hotels that catered to 
notables such as the Vanderbilts, Thomas Edison, U.S. 
Grant, and the Marquis de Lafayette.  This Chester 
Historical Society program will be held at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Chester Public Library, 250 West Main Street, 
Chester. 908-879-2761. 
 
5/17 - The Trolley Comes to Lake Hopatcong. Bill 
Greenberg will speak at Jefferson House,  6:00 p.m. 
for the Lake Hopatcong Historical Society.  973-398-
2616. 
 
5/20 - Lecture at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum, 
sponsored by the Morris County Historical Society. 
Topic to be announced.  2:00 p.m. free. 
 
5/26, 27 & 28 - The Morristown and Morris 
Township Library is closed for Memorial Day 
Weekend. 
 

http://www.acornhall.ord/
http://www.morrisparks.net/
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Shop at the Library 
 

The History Center sells a variety of books, as 
well as maps, prints and postcards, on state and 
local history.   All profits from the sales of these 
items go to support the 
library. 
 
Our latest publication: 
Greeting the Past: 
A Walking Tour of the 
Dublin Neighborhood in 
Morristown, NJ 
 
 
 
 
We also have copies of Walter Choroszewskiõs 
books: 

 
New Jersey: 
A 25-year Photographic 
Retrospective 

 

 

 

 

 
Hunterdon: 

 A Celebration 
of Communities 

 
 

 
And the series by John Turpin: 
The Somerset Hills:  New Jersey Country Houses 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Contact Us: 
 

The Morristown & Morris Township Library 
North Jersey History & Genealogy Center 
One Miller Road 
Morristown, NJ 07960 
973-538-3473 

 
Web Site: 
http://www.morristownmorristwplibrary.info 
 
 
 

Visit Us: 
 

History Center hours: 
 

 Mon.-Thurs.:  9:00-9:00 
 Friday:   9:00-6:00 
 Saturday:  9:30-5:00 
 Sat. (July/Aug.):         10:00-2:00 
 Sunday:  1:00-5:00 
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Contributors: 
Christine Jochem, Department Head 
Mary McMahon, Archivist 
Marilyn Stearns, Assistant Librarian - Research 
Jim Collins, Librarian - Cataloging

 
 
 

 

 

 

Volume I                                              Volume II 

 

 

 


